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When God Plays Games'

oes God play games?
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The question sounds anthropomorphic and primitive, butitisn't.

If it appears frjvolous, it is not meant to be.

At 2 key point in the fixodus drama, as we read this morning,
God says to Moses (Exodus 1011-2) “bo el Paro.... Lemaan tesaper
be'aznei vinkha uven binkha eit asher hitalalti beMitzrayim,” “come unto

(,l Pharach...in order that you shall tell your son and your son’s son all

that 1 have wrought in Egypt” That is the King James translation. But

it is quite inadequate.
Rashiinterprets “hitala
In other words, God played games
\ { tion, therefore, would be, “made sport of,” o “made a

" §o indeed, God does play games!
He plays games —~ but not in order to entertain Himself. You can
ff boredom, but you cannot whittle

14 as “sahakti” not “wrought” but “played”’
with Egypt! A more accurate transla-
mockery of " Egypt.

whittle Zway time in order to ward offb
away eternity. When I speak of God playing games, 1 do not mean it
[(’ in the sense that Prof. Albert Einstein did, when he made his famous

1, January 26, 1674-
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will be the reward for those who obey His will”” And they answered:
Akdva, you have consoled us!” ma% x3? nwan Deex 5P any ma
Rabbi Akiva was able to see beyond the imperial game that Rome bR POR 0 Mop mwyb (obwiva o
was playing, He knew that God was playing another game. That is why 12 B) 7 opweay LR L5 atomn Cmam) |
he was tranquil and unperturbed. The disproportion between the two | Eburea Sxawr phN nb) non mwyb
{p moved him to laughter. How comical pretentious man appears! That BYT DRI @ DN mw"‘l”ﬁi
divine game, perceived by Rabbi Aki¢a, is what consoled his colleagues. WP ¥Rt onPBn Kam (@hpa) v |
Rabbi Akiva's confidence - his smile, his chuckie — is what buoys ! X2 Dpn oW (1D pE LY DY) “oww? |
me up in times of crisis. /MO TIRW WN MR mos” pYoWR

Thus, it is possible to interpret Israel’s retreat from the Suez this T aRmm ArIms avhem cmmp
(L week as a defeat. Many Israelis do just that. But I am not so sure, Perhaps, N¥PD RV AV A mwnaaa whent ||,

according to military ctiteria, it is a negative element. But I am confi-

haT) AR Bwr phRTT R by oma
dent. I have faith in the justice and viability of God’s game. I trust His
BCoLwn O nmpr (00 mURYYy ang
( % Ani Hashem, we shall know that He is the Lord.
TR S NOD NIXD BMP APYIT T — noed i
PID) "TIDI WY ot by Ty maw j

APYOAT MO0 10 50w W (O pa XD
“game plan.” L appreciate His sense of humor. Mensch trakht un Gott lakht.
And if our trakhten (thinking) is in consonance with His, viydatem ki YTOWWY AT YT wTE oty vy
MRT (3% Py bR 197 peon ooy L(p
And when He laughs, we shall all laugh with Him.
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